Introduction
Romania became ESA's 19 th Member State on 22 December 2011. This has led to a stepby-step integration within ESA programmes and projects. As part of this ongoing process, ROSA has developed five support tools generally called strategic projects. The "National Strategy for Space and Related Fields -SNDS" is one of the strategic projects, which is jointly implemented by IAROM, SPASTO CONSULTING and BITNET CCSS [1] . The project's mission is to support the participation of Romanian organizations into mandatory and optional ESA programmes, including pre-qualification activities and adaptation to the ESA requirements [2] . This can be achieved by developing a medium to long-term strategy which will define the main objectives and directions that must be pursued for a sustainable development of the Romania's space sector.
Analysis of contracted R&D space projects in 2012 and 2013
The purpose of this analysis was to identify existing or potential national space-related competences. The results presented in this paper covers public-funded research and development space projects contracted in 2012 and 2013 within the framework of two national public-funded programs: "STAR" and "Partnerships in Priority S&T Domains". The paper does not cover space contracts concluded by Romanian organizations with ESA and the European space industry since they contain sensitive information. Other relevant information extracted from our analysis: 88 national entities have contracted at least one project as prime or sub-contractors (partners), from which:  46 entities (52%) are from the public sector (institutes, universities, agencies, research centers, etc.);  42 entities (48%) are from the private sector (companies including SMEs). 
Evaluation methodology

